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USRCReceiveg\merenlllinois Grant
Catholic Heart Work Camp Lends a Hand
Mussel Survey Schedule Set

lllinois RiverWatch Open LaW/ell Attended
River Runnerdune Float TripReport
An AppealFrom the USRC President
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Eight USRC citizen scientists attended the lllin
RiverWatch Open Lab ahe Izaak Walton Cabiat Lake of
the Woods on July 6 With assistance from lllinoi
Ri verWatch’s Hannah Gri ff
macroinvertebratethat areused asindicators of stream
quality. To determine stream quality rating, thiedexes are
used One of the indexes includes Taxa Richness, whicl
the number ofdifferent kinds of bug$ound There are 3
possible indicatorthat are usedEPT Taxa Richness is al
taken into accountwhich is the number ofdifferent
Mayflies, Caldisflies and Stonefliefound in the samples
These are the good indicators of stream quality. Finally
Macroinvertebrate Biotic Index (MBI}¥ calculated. This i
the average taxa value of all the bugs found at a monit
site. This yearsresults sggess that the small strean
monitored are generally of poor quality, while the Sanga
River has ratingbetweergoodandexcellent.
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Joe Niernberger leaal CHWC volunteershrough some very holays

Catholic Heart Work Camp was a proje
originally started in Orlando, Florida in 19¢
with 100 volunteers It has grown to mor

than 10,000 volunteersver 50 different - -

camps worldwide. The USRC was t
th
chaperonefrom the Champaign Camp bas

beneficiary of 5 volunteers and

at St. Thomas More Schodlheir missionis
inpart“ ...t 0 s eravse ao twhaeyr

“We were delighted to have the Cathc
Heart Work Camp volunteers help us on J
15 and 16 with aAdopta-Highway cleanup
that
Ma homet ,

the -V4

included Interchange a

said Joe

Adopta-Highway and

Invasive  Specil
Removal Cooordinator:The effort resultec
in 10 large bags of trash removed from

roadsides. Additonally, the workegstherec
cut honeysuckle stumps at the Mahol
Greenway Parkor later burning’

“The USRC wouldalso like to extend
gratitudeto Mickey Nickrentfrom Our Lady
of the Lake Catholic Church, and Christi
Brown and Emily Polonudyoth Champaigr
Catholic Heart Work Camp Managers

offering volunteers to the Upper Sangan
s a iThe G-DME«
volunteers worked through an especit

River Conservangy ”

oppressive week of heat and humidity wh
maintaining a positive outlook.
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fié being a good environmental steward is important to the health
and weltbeing of our community

In May, Ameren lllinois announced that tl
Upper Sangamon River Conservancy was
recipientof an Empowering Our Communit
Grant Ameren lllinois believes that
recognition of charitable needs is a basic
of good corporate citizenshif:hat is why
each year millions of dollars are donated fr
the Ameren Corporation Charitable Trust
support local organizatiorike the Upper
Sangamon River Conservancy.

Breaking News >>>
Mus s el

Heron View Forest Preserve

Meet atMuseum of the Grand Prairie
950 N Lombard StMahomet

August § 9am-3pm

Sangamon River Forest Preserve
2797 County Road 600 East, Fisher
August 13 9am- 3pm

Shady Rest Park
Greenarch Lane, Monticello
August 14 9am-3pm

Lodge Park
1852 North @d Route 47, Monticello
August 20 9am- 3pm

If you are interested molunteering for one or
more of the surveys or if you have questions at
thethem please contact Bruce Colravy at

citizenscience@sangamonriver.org

Pa log red

Qualifying groupsare 501(c)3 organizatioithat
provide supportto their communites, especially
those with an emphasis &mvironment, Youth an
Education, Civic and Community, Health a
Human Servicesyr Arts and Culture.
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"At Ameren lllinois we know that being a got
environmental steward is important to the he
and weltbeing of our community," said Rc
Juaez, Regional Director of Electric Operatic
for Ameren lllinois. "That is why we are happy
partner with Upper Sangamon River Conserve
to engage the community in the health
preservation of the Sangamon RiVer.

Citizen Science Opportunity >>>

August

The USRC/Illinois RiverWatch joinmussel projec
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USRC has been making a push this y
through their Bringing People to Natur
intiative, to create greater awareness of
wide variety of USRC opportunities ir
recreation, stewardship and citizen sciet
These opportunities are available to;
providing ordinary citizens, extra ordinal
opportunities.Amer en’ s E mp
Community Grant will help to further tr
USRC’ s mi te preserve, ntaiatait
monitor, and promote public use a
awareness of the Sangamon River.

Muss.elA

title, Freshwater Mussels of the Upper Sangar §

River: Community Sciencen Action begins its

second year of 10-year study. Four surveys ar

scheduled for August, and volunteers astll
neededMore than100 volunteers answered the ¢
last year.The purpose of the project is to illustr:
how regular citizenszalledcommunity scientists ¢
citizen scientists can make an importa
contribution to the advancement dcientific
knowledge. At the same time, volunteesse
providedthe opportunity to learn first hand about"

USRC and lllinois RiverWatcthave partners in
research and educatifor this projecthat include

lllinois Natural History Survey, Missou
Botanical Garden, St. Louis Zoo, and Natio
Great Rivers Research and Education Ce
(NGRREC). Funding for theproject has com
from NGRREC,the Living Earth Collaborative
and the Consortuim of Universities for the
Advancement of Hydrologic Science, Ir

' (CUAHSI). If you are interested in participating

S g 2 =
amazing diversity, andascinating life history o
freshwater mussels in the Sangamon Rivine
amateur malacologstvill comb their hands throuc
the substrate of the river searching fogshwatetr
mussels.Once gathered, they wilhelp to tag.
identify, count, mease, weigh and photograph th
mussels before returning them to their river ho
The USRQprovideslunchfor the volunteers.

this project, contact Bruce Colravy

citizenscience@sangenriver.org
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U S R CSasgamon River Runnérs J
float trip included seven boaters on ¢
exploratory float
River Forest PreserveearCounty Road 60!
just  south  of Fisher down fc
Riverwood,ScottHays home on
between the Hazen Bridge and Lake of
Woods. The trip was approximately fi
miles and was completed in just unde
hours. As an exploratory trip, this was 1
first time this yearthe RiverRunnershad
floated this stretchfrom SRFPto the Hazer
Bridge to monitorthe float conditions.

Highlights of tre trip includedthe Heronry
at thenew Heron View Forest Presenand
the historicHazen Bridge, a new acquisitic
by our Forest Preser@strict with a promise
of a new kayak laach site coming soon. Fi
the botanyoriented, we spotted two lar
stands of climbing rose, possibly Illinc
Rose Rosa setigera with a conservatiol
value of 7, and dozens of halberd |
rosemallow Hibiscus laevisihlong the rivel
banks between the Sgamon River Fores
Preserve and the Heron View Fores
Preserve.
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Duck Rac«

The USRC will beholding its 12" Annual Duck
Race Fundraisehis year.It began with a partnersh
between the USRC and Mahomet Parks & Re
2011. Startingthis year, the USRC will be the sc
operator and beneficiary of the race. The Duck F
has been our largest fundraisénce its beginning
Proceds pay fomanycossof our alkvolunteer, not
for-profit, 501(c)3 organizatioras we strive to fulfill
our mission to preserve, maintain, mdor, and
promote public use and awareness of the Sangi
River. Sponsorship of a rubber duck in the raci
$5.00 per chance. First Place is $500.00 which
been generously donated by First Financial Bi
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The river measured 5 feet 8 inches at
Fisher Gage glways available fronthe
USRC website), which isan acceptabl
water level for afloat trip. Participants
encountered a few minor blockages t
they worked through and one significe
blockage requiring a portage at a horses
in the river near thewest boundary c
Heron View.

The weather forecast was iffy, with
40% chance of a shower that afternood
stronger storms forecast for Satur
evening.It was therefore no surprisenen
it started to drizzle about an hour in &
never let upuntil the trip wasfinished The
boaters were soaked by the time the
reached théakeout!

Nonetheless, all wereappy to be on th
river andtheyended in excellent (if dam|
spirits. You can pin the River Runners ¢
their next river trip coming soon! Watc
the website foupcoming floatrips.
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Become a V
To learn more about the man
volunteer opportunities
available at the USRC
contact Mary Stech at
volunteer@sangamonriver.org
or visit our website at
sangamonriver.org.

USRC Contac

Mike Daab, President
president@sangamonriver.org

Mary Stech, Vice President
vicepresident@sangamonriver.org

Joe Niernberger, Secretary
secretary@sangamonriver.org

Bart Duesdieker, Treasurer
treasurer@sangamonriver.org

Scott Hays, River Runner Coordinator
riverrunners@sangamonriver.org

Bruce Colravy, Citizen Science Coordinatol
citizenscience@sangamonriver.org

Michael Lambert, Webmaster
webmaster@sangamonriver.org

Second place is ehance to wireithera kayak anc
paddlepr $250.00cash. Third place is $100.00 ca
and last place is a duck in next years race.

The ducks are dropped from the old.R60 Iron
Bridge at 6pm on August 2during the Mahome
Music FestivalYou do not have to bgresent to win
butthenwho doesn’t want t
ducks cascade off of the old iron bridgghanceso
win can be purchasedt various locations arour
Mahomet or online using the QR code beldte
hope to see you at the race!

WWWSAngamonnverorg
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Dear Friends,

We ’ abeuthalfway through another year
working to preserve, maintain, monitor, a
promote appropriate public use and awarene:s
the Sangamon River. We hope you were abl
join us when we braght back the Sangamon Riv
Showcase in May. We feel like it was our b
event yet, and it gave us the chance to let pe
know what we’'re all &
- Float trips that promote river awareness thro
recreation.

- Citizenscience which promes river ecology
and advocacy.

Outreach  which educati
opportunities.

- Cleanups that remove unnatural debris from

provides

Sangamon watershed.

Cultural  history through preservatit
opportunities.
- And much more.

While the Showcase mayave been our bigge
t he

up in the next six months as we (sometir

event of year , W €
literally) dive in to our many activities.

Please consider supporting our efforts financi
with a donation at whatever level you are abie
willing to give. Contributions allow us to purcha
watercraft for use by float trip participants free
charge, along with materials and equipment
water and wildlife monitoring efforts. Donatiol
also allow us to provide food for voluntee

helping with stewardship initiatives and
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USRC Pres

maintain our current equipment. The USRC
501(c)3 taxexempt organization and yo
donation is fully tax deductible.
The Sangamon
beautiful yet fragile natural
supporting the ongoing efforts of the Upy
Sangamon River Conservancy, you have sh

Ri ver
assets. E

your appreciation for the Sangamon and sup
the USRC’ s
Sangamon River Conservancy Board, | wc

for effor
like to sincerely thank you for considering
donation in support of our work.

Regards,

Michael Daab

USRC President
president@sangamonriver.org

Doantions can be madsesing the QR coder
mailing address belowor by visiting our
website at sangamonriver.og
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PO Box 765,
Mahomet, IL 61853

newslette@sangamonriver.orgwww.sangamonriver.org
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Calendar

|l nvasi ve Speci
Mahomet Greenway Park
ThursdayWorkdays

9ami 1lam

Sept. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Burn Days

10ami 1pm

Sept. 24

For InformationContact Joe Niernberger at
naturalareas@sangamonriver.org

Mus s el Surveys
August 6, 13, 14, 20
9ami 3pm

DetailedCalendar on page 2 of this newslet
For InformationContact Bruce Colravy at
citizenscience@sangamonriver.org

Duck

Annual Ra
Old 150 Bridge

August 27, 6pm

PurchaseDuck Chances to support USRC

online atwww.sangamonriver.org

Annual Ri-Wper C
Lake of Woods Forest Preserve
Izaak Walton Cabin

Sept. 10, 9arm 3pm

Reservations Required

For reservations or fomore information

contactScott Hays at
riverrunners@sangamontriver.org
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